A mechanical method of inoculating culture plates for antibiotic sensitivity testing is described. This method, which involves the use of a modified laboratory centrifuge, is rapid and provides a homogeneous distribution of organisms.
The single-disc method for antibiotic susceptibility testing of bacteria as described by Bauer et al. (1) This method provides a more rapid inoculation than the previously described methods and yields an even distribution of organisms with little distortion of zones of antibiotic inhibition. On repeated testing, we have shown that there is no difference in the size of zones of inhibition when the above method is compared with the standard procedure of inoculation (reference 1; Table 1 ).
Several precautions should be observed when using this method. If the inoculating swab is simply applied at the center of the plate and moved peripherally as the plate spins (i.e., without previously streaking a diameter of the plate), the inoculum will be slightly heavier in the center of the plate, yielding subsequent zones of inhibition 1 to 2 mm smaller at the center than at the periphery for the same antibiotic. With the procedure we have described, the inoculation is even and testing with similar antibiotic discs consistently yields zones of inhibition of practically identical size in all positions of the plate.
The centrifuge speed should be kept as close to 200 to 250 rev/min as possible. Microscopic splashing of organisms from the plate due to centrifugal force occurs at speeds of 500 rev/min or greater (but not below 500 rev/min), and above 600 rev/min there is danger of disruption of the agar with gross splattering of the operator and surrounding area. A simple way to determine if the rotational speed is excessive in the absence of sophisticated equipment is to observe the pattern at the periphery of the plates after incubation. If the speed is correct, a neat, spiral pattern will extend from the center to the periphery of the plate as shown in Fig. 2 . However, as the speed is increased, one begins to see radial streaking at the periphery of the incubated plate (Fig. 3) . This starts to occur at speeds of 300 rev/min and above and is a simple warning (with considerable margin of safety before microscopic splashing takes place) that the rotational speed is too high.
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